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July 14, 2009 
DRAFT 

 
The Honorable Isiah Leggett 
County Executive 
101 Monroe Street, 2nd Floor 
Rockville, MD 20850 
 
 
Dear Mr. Leggett: 

 

At the June 26th briefing on BRAC Implementation before the County Council, several Council 

Members urged the Committee to identify any future needs they may foresee.  The following is a 

current list of items you and the Council may wish to address: 

1.) It is our understanding that the BRAC OEA Grant FY10 Special Supplemental is on 

schedule for action at the Council by July 28, and we would urge keeping to this 

schedule. 

2.) Hoping that the above bike/pedestrian study will be concluded prior to action on the next 

CIP, we would urge you and the Council to be prepared with a CIP Supplemental for 

construction funds to assure no time is lost in implementing the studies and to assure that 

they are on the ground prior to the 2011 opening. 

3.) Staff from M-NCPPC are envisioned as leading the “bigger picture” coordination of 

various BRAC-related solutions to ensure their compatibility with the Bethesda Master 

Plan vision of a pedestrian-friendly, transit-oriented community.  It is unclear to us if 

specific or sufficient funding for this purpose is available in the current M-NCPPC 

budget, and we urge additional funds be made available if needed. 

4.) As you are aware, the SHA is re-working proposed improvements for four impacted 

intersections in the area.  The process and timeframe by which local bodies (M-

NCP&PC, Executive, Council, and Delegation) make a coordinated and timely response 

is unclear to us at the moment.  We would urge a schedule and process be planned that 

allows this coordinated discussion to be made expeditiously so that no time is lost in 

implementing construction. 
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5.) Similarly, WMATA is nearing completion of its study related to improving east side 

access for the metro station.  The timing and process to reach a unified recommendation 

by all involved parties is unclear to the Committee.  Again, a speedy decision is needed to 

avoid delay in implementing the recommended solution. 

6.) On several occasions, reference has been made to a “corridor study” for an extended 

length of Wisconsin Avenue, possibly including Old Georgetown Road and Connecticut 

Avenue, to evaluate the larger area comprehensively.  Proposed changes for Rte 355 in 

the White Flint area and discussions of possible BRT lanes in the area increase concern 

of long-range compatibility with short-term proposals.  It is unclear if anyone is 

undertaking this “corridor study”, its current funding and expected time frame.  

Clarification on this study would be useful. 

7.) We have heard that WMATA and SHA are involved in certain bus studies that may 

impact service in the area of NMC.  Early discussions also raised the issue of providing 

shuttle bus service (possibly in coordination with NIH) to Park-and-Ride sites to the 

north (I-270 Corridor) and/or to the east (serving employees living in Prince George’s 

County).  Local Bethesda shuttles and county Ride-On may also require adjustments to 

maximize service.  It is unclear to the Committee what the proposed bus service will look 

like, how it will be coordinated among all of the parties, and whether funding is sufficient 

to meet the needs. 

Again, we would like to thank you and the Council for the interest and leadership in trying to 

address the impacts of a rapidly approaching deadline. 

 

 

Sincerely,  

 

 

John H. Carman, Chair 
Montgomery County BRAC 
Implementation Committee 
 


